
Nearly 50 brothers traveled from near and far on July 25-26 to 
enjoy the second annual Escape to 117 Ash, a weekend of recreation 
and brotherhood at the house. This was a nice increase for our DU 
summer alumni weekend of fun, up from 30 the first year.

Many of the 26 alumni and 22 undergrads on hand Saturday 
played golf at Coldwater or frisbee golf on an ISU course on south 
Ash Avenue or played yard games. The evening featured a memorial 
in the courtyard followed by a grill-your-own steak dinner. Our 
college home of Delta Upsilon at Iowa State has never looked better. 
The event inaugurated the new yard sign shown in the pictures, and 
a rebuilt fire pit in the courtyard, suitable for both an open fire for 
social events and for grilling.  

The afternoon of golf was filled with brotherhood in action. Each 
foursome included two alumni and two undergrads. Norm DeRaad ’70 

and his crew provided mobile beverages and took some excellent 
photos to document the fun. The best ball format allowed alumni to 
marvel at the long drives our undergrad teammates delivered. Eight 
under par ( Jami Larson ’74, Jeff Bodin ’88, Matt Gunkelman ’15 and 
Dustin Meyermann ’16) won the cup. Refreshments near the 18th 
green topped off a great day of golf.

The memorial held in the courtyard was the emotional highlight 
of the day. Jim Sirois ’63 traveled from Houston to dedicate the 
Old Gold and Blue study room in honor of deceased brother 
Dick Batcher ’63. Jim, who was our eldest DU present, raised the 
sponsorship money from classmates to honor Dick. 

Four memorial bricks for deceased brothers who died in the last year 
were unveiled, commemorating Jerry Lein ’62, L.J. Skeie ’64, Kevin 
O’Byrne ’73 and Stan Blaue ’75. Brothers ...Continued on next page
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Kammermeier named 
DU’s top undergrad

We asked Sam Kammermeier ’14 to 
share his award-winning experience at the 
DU Leadership Institute in Atlanta this 
summer. Here’s how he was introduced 
as a finalist, and then his account of the 
ceremony:

Sam graduated this past December 
with a 3.4 GPA and was the recipient of 
numerous awards, including a Mentor 
scholarship for the Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation Learning Community and 
the Chev Adams Award and Scholarship. He served his chapter as President, Vice President 
Recruitment, and social chair, and was a leader during Iowa State’s transition from colony to 
chapter in 2013. Sam also served the Iowa State Fraternity community at IFC President and 
dedicated his time as a volunteer for Arc of Story County, the Campustown Cleanup, and in the 
CyBiz Laboratory. 

I was honored to receive the Delta Upsilon Distinguished Undergraduate of the Year 
award. It came as a big surprise to find out that I was even nominated to be honest. Here’s 
what the award is all about:

The Distinguished Undergraduate award recognizes the time and effort given by an 
undergraduate brother for the improvement of his chapter, campus, and community. The 
award emphasizes the attributes of an undergraduate’s involvement during his whole college 
career and it is the highest honor that can be bestowed on an undergraduate Delta Upsilon 
brother. The recipient has his name engraved on the permanent recognition plaque at the 
International Headquarters.

All of the finalists were flown in to participate in an interview which would ultimately 
decide the winner. Initially I was pretty nervous, because one of my competitors is working 
for Google; even my mom lost a little confidence when I told her that.  

But their first question was, “How was Delta Upsilon important during your college 
career?” Then I knew I would be all right, since DU was essentially my entire college 
experience.  

After regaling them with all of my ISU experiences, the judges shook my hand and I was 
free to go, until the banquet when the winner would be announced. During the banquet 
they played short videos of small sound bites that we had recorded previously detailing what 
DU meant to us, and some of our fonder moments.  

Then came the announcement, by Steve Rowley, Ohio ’65, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of DU’s Educational Foundation (see photo) – and I heard my name! I was so in 
shock I just numbly started walking towards the podium, to shake his hand. He leans in 
and says, “Sam, we’d like you to say a few words.”  At this point, I’m not really in a position 
to decline. So I put my arms on the podium to stop them from shaking and started saying 
some words. Later that evening, Brother Rowley told me that he used to ask the award 
winners if they would like to say anything, but often they would say “no” – so now instead 
he just tells them to say a few words. I can see why.  

The whole experience is still a blur, but I’m glad I did it. The Leadership Institute in 
Atlanta was one that I will value forever, especially considering that our chapter was a 
Sweepstakes Finalist!  I am so honored to be part of such a great chapter and strong alumni 
base. I look forward to continuing my DU experience as an alumnus, and I know that the 
best times for the Iowa State chapter are still around the corner.

After dinner, conversations continued 
in the courtyard and around 117 Ash 
into the night. One of the goals achieved 
at Escape to 117 Ash is to give ISU 
DUs of many generations a chance to 
bond and learn about each other, and 
to support our undergraduates through 
college and beyond. Many ended the 
evening with a visit to campus town, 
alumni and undergrads sharing stories 
and memories of Delta U life at Iowa 
State.

Mark your calendar for the third 
Escape to 117 Ash, on July 23-24, 
2016. This will be the first weekend 
of RAGBRAI, and DU’s Leadership 
Institute is a week later. Our goal is for 
another jump in attendance, so now is a 
good time to call up your favorite gang 
of three or four and plant the seeds for 
a reunion. Talk with your class contacts, 
or anyone at Escape to 117 Ash this year 
and you’ll hear the same message: This 
is an event that is great fun and builds 
fond memories about the gift we share, 
brotherhood in Delta Upsilon.  

Special thanks go to our hard-working 
hosts for the weekend: Jim Kincart ’70, 
Jim Smith ’72, Dave Cox ’73, Keaton 
Mohr ’18 and Pat Sogard ’17.

A few stragglers were still looking for their brick on 
the courtyard during Escape to 117 Ash, while the 
smiling guys have already found theirs. Engraved 
bricks, memorial and otherwise, honor alumni who 
have donated $500 or more to the recent Centennial 
Campaign and other Colonnades Club activities.

Escape cont.
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Iowa State Chapter among 
DU’s Sweepstakes finalists

This summer at Delta 
Upsilon Leadership Institute 
in Atlanta, the Iowa State 
Chapter was recognized as a 
Sweepstakes Finalist. 

The Sweepstakes Trophy 
is the highest honor a chapter 
can receive and is based on 
certain requirements: chapter 
GPA, chapter size, Global 
Service Initiative fundraising, 
Chapter Excellence Plan 
points, and more. 

As a chapter this past 
year:

• We earned a 3.21 overall 
GPA for Fall 2014, tied for 
fourth among IFC chapters.

• We had more than 60 
members, ranking above the 
midpoint for fraternities in 
Ames.

• We raised almost $2,000 for GSI, which is the Delta U philanthropy 
and service project supporting an elementary school in Jamaica.

• We sent 14 men to DU leadership programs, including Reed 
Barron ‘18 who attended the DU Emerging Leaders program, 
had ten men at the Regional Leadership Academy last February in 
Kansas City, and three men at the Leadership Institute.

• We scored more than 350 points in the CEP, which lays out best 
practices for DU chapters.

Six other chapters were selected as Finalists – Carthage, Kansas State, 
Lehigh, Nebraska, Purdue and Rutgers. The Cornhusker DUs came out 
on top. We are honored to receive this recognition as one of DU’s seven 
best chapters, and this recognition has stoked the fire in the chapter this 
year. 

Going into the new school year, the men of the ISU chapter want 
to work to top our numbers last year, and compete again to be the 
Sweepstakes winner this year. So far, we have more than 70 members in 
the chapter and have raised more than $2,500 for GSI. Besides planning 
for a huge turnout at DU leadership programs, we have one man qualified 
to represent ISU DU on the week-long GSI next May.

Our goals for this year are to get a 3.25 or more chapter GPA; to finish 
with around 75 members; to raise more than $3,000 to send someone 
to GSI for free; and to finish with 700 points for CEP.  We also want to 
send over 25 men to Delta Upsilon leadership conferences.

We want to thank all the alumni who helped the chapter strive to be 
the best it can be and achieve this honor. This has been a great experience 
for our chapter, and we will strive to continue to do great things!

Keaton Mohr ‘18, Past President

Iowa State DUs celebrate being named a 
Sweepstakes Finalist at the Leadership Institute 
in Atlanta this summer.  Chapter President 
Keaton Mohr ’18 holds the trophy, with fellow 
delegates Jonny Schmidt ’18 (center) and Pat 
Sogard ’17 (far right).  Sporting the bow tie is 
Sam Kammermeier ’14, and at left is Colin Finn 
’05, Colonnades President and DU’s Director of 
Alumni Development.

President’s Letter
Greetings Fellow Brothers!

Many great things have happened this year, from awards 
at Leadership Institute Atlanta to Escape to 117 Ash alumni 
weekend. Our men have accomplished a lot and we have 
returned to campus this fall for more!

This summer, three brothers committed to run our 
recruitment effort. Over the summer, we signed 21 new 
members and are continuing to recruit throughout the fall.  
By the end of our recruitment, the chapter will total around 
75 members, the highest it’s been in many years.  In addition, 
we had the pleasure to initiate seven men into Delta Upsilon 
at the beginning of the fall semester. 

During the summer, 117 Ash underwent a few changes, 
including new gas grills, a complete fire pit, and a new, all-stone 
sign. We love watching people admire the sign as they walk by!

We continue to strive to be excellent in everything we do. 
This fall, we have been competing in the annual Homecoming 
events at Iowa State with Alpha Gamma Delta sorority and 
Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity. We also had our first ever ice 
cream philanthropy, Delta Scoopsilon, where we served 
banana splits and raised money for Global Service Initiative. 
Even Matt Thomas and Georges Niang from the ISU men’s 
basketball team were in attendance! We raised around $2,500, 
in addition to a donation of $500 by a brother’s internship! 

This fall, we have been selected to be a pilot chapter 
for the New Member Education program through the 
international fraternity. This consists of classes, associate 
member projects, and presentations by outside sources. 
We’re really excited to be a pilot chapter and to give feedback 
to improve the program before it is launched next year in 
all DU chapters. Along with that, we brought back Classy 
Discussions every Wednesday, where as a chapter we talk 
about current news in society.

I’m also excited about the increasing involvement of 
our alumni. We have seen more alumni participate, from 
attendance at Escape to 117 Ash up to almost 50 men, to 
the new mentor program the Colonnades Club is putting 
together.  I want to thank all alumni who have helped bring 
the chapter back, beginning four years ago; a lot has been 
accomplished in such a short amount of time!

This year is another beginning, but there is a lot of 
promise to it.  The chapter has done exciting things since 
returning to campus and we will strive to continue to great 
things in the future.

Dikaia,
Paul Sladovnik ‘16
President 
Iowa State Chapter of Delta Upsilon
117 Ash Ave | Ames, IA 50014
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The Iowa State Chapter added seven men to the ranks of Delta 
Upsilon early this fall.  Craig Vermie, a Colonnades board member 
who heads our new mentoring program, delivered the charge (at 
right). One special guest was a long-time supporter of Iowa State’s 
Greek system, Dr. Tom Hill, ISU’s senior vice president for student 
affairs, who is retiring this fall.

Position   Member

President  Colin Finn ’05 

Vice President  John Carson ’73

Treasurer  Jami Larson ’74 

Chapter Advisor  Jami Larson ’74 

117 Ash LLC  Craig Foss ’71 

Mentor Program  Craig Vermie ’73 

Mentor to House Manager Don Krall ’76

Bequests   Don Larew ’63 

   Steve Schoger ’74 

Open Visor, Facebook Tom Hansen’79 

Class Contacts

’48 to ’56  Dick Frink ’51 

’57 to ’64  John Cronk ’60

’65 to ’67  Mike Bowman ’65 

’68 to ’70  Bryan Kinnamon ’69 

’71 to ’74  Steve Schoger ’74 

’75 to ’77  Bruce Becker ’75 

   Steve Koch ’77

’78 to ’80  Glen Smith ’79

’81 to ’83  Jeff Harmeyer ’82 

’84 to ’86  Jeff Courter ’84 

’87 to ’95   Mike Espeset ’91

’96 to ’04  Jeremy Jameson ’03 

   Jim Doolittle ’04

’05 to ’10  Colin Finn ’05 

’11 to ’16  Alex Dzurik ’14

   Sam Kammermeier ’14 

Interested in helping as a Class Contact? 

Write to John Carson ’73 at    
carsonjohnh@gmail.com.

Colonnades Club 
2015 Board Members

Career mentoring program 
begins this fall at 117 Ash

7 men initiated

The Colonnades Club has begun an exciting new Career Mentoring 
Program for our DU undergrads.

Craig Vermie ’73, Mentor Program Director, said the concept is 
to match our undergrad brothers with one or more alumni who had 
the same undergrad major and job aspirations.  The mentor program 
will simply allow our DU undergrads to reach out to alums to discuss 
undergrad majors, career direction and related advice and guidance.  

From an initial call for mentors, about 30 DU alumni have stepped 
up so far.  The mentoring relationship is intended to last one year, with 
an anticipated schedule of phone calls during the year.   A biographical 
survey is available to interested alumni, so we can match each man 
with an appropriate undergrad.  

Our purpose in Colonnades Club is to support and improve the 
quality of the Delta U experience at ISU.  Personal contact between 
alumni and undergrads, during visits to the chapter house and events 
such as Homecoming and Escape to 117 Ash, is the best way to 
build the links that let alumni help as much as possible.  The Career 
Mentoring Program is yet another way to achieve those personal 
contacts, from which so many DU alumni have benefitted over the 
years.

Here is an opportunity to give just a little bit back to the young men 
that carry on the DU tradition. 

Questions can be directed to Craig at vermie5@mchsi.com.

Above: Pictured with Dr. Hill are the happy 
initiates, from left: David Jahn ’18, Nick Opie ’18, 
Thomas Nettleton ’18, Dr. Hill, Nathan Halstead 
’17, Mark Rusciano ’16, Noah Salmonson ’17 and 
Jake Thoren ’18.  
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Here are men graduating either   
Fall ’15 or Spring ’16 – we look forward 
to welcoming them to the ranks of DU 
alumni actively involved with our chapter.

Eddy Baglan, Charles City, marketing
Josh Felland, Rosemont, Minn., 
aerospace engineering
Matt Gunkelman, Glenwood, finance
Ryan Hale, Monmouth, Ill., business

Tim Kise, Fitchburg, Wis., mechanical 
engineering
Mitch McDonough, Orange City, 
mechanical engineering
Dustin Meyermann, LeClaire, 
mechanical engineering
Dan Plantamura, Peoria, Ill., 
management
Keisuke Sato, Tokyo, Japan, physics
Paul Sladovnik, Glenwood, chemical 
engineering and MBA

Peter Sperry, Peoria, Ill., chemical 
engineering
Scott Stephan, Shoreview, Minn., 
mechanical engineering
Ryan Stephens, Council Bluffs, business 
and management information systems
Kyle Ticer, Silver City, business supply
Bryce Wulfekuhle, New Vienna, 
kinesiology

Congratulations to our upcoming graduates

Your membership needed in Colonnades Club
The Colonnades Club opens another year as the alumni team 

supporting the men of Delta U at ISU.

As the sponsor of alumni activities for the Iowa State Chapter of 
Delta Upsilon, the Colonnades Club welcomes your membership 
and participation for our 2015-16 membership year.

In the past year, with your support, the Colonnades Club:

• sponsored a Homecoming tailgate and reception at 117 Ash 
last November

• welcomed almost 50 DUs to Escape to 117 Ash in July

• published two issues of the Open Visor newsletter for alumni 
and parents

• began a program for alumni to serve as career mentors to 
undergraduates

• helped pay for ISU DUs to attend the Fraternity’s year-round 
educational programs and conferences  

We also are trying out new and interesting ways to reconnect our 
900 or so DU alumni with each other, no matter where they live.  
One of those involves an on-line communication tool called Member 
Planet, and you will be seeing e-mails from Colonnades Club via 
Member Planet inviting you to various events and activities.

As you’ll see in this issue, Delta U had a really good year last 
year – with your help.  You’ve been there while we restored 
117 Ash and revived the chapter and celebrated our centennial 
in 2013.  Our chapter was just named one of the seven best 
in Delta Upsilon, and one of our own was named DU’s top 
undergrad for 2015.  But at 117 Ash, our undergraduates have 
already set goals to be even better this year, and they’ve already 
passed their philanthropy fund-raising goal for the year.

Colonnades Club membership for 2015 came to more than 140 
men!  That included all who donated to the Capital Campaign 
which accompanied our Centennial Celebration in 2013.  The list 
of those donors can be viewed at isudu.org/donors.  In addition, 

we welcome these additional Colonnades Club members, who 
came on board after the Campaign list was published:

We’re entering a new stage of Colonnades Club membership 
for 2016, as this will be the first year of annual giving that doesn’t 
“grandfather” in the Campaign contributors. We’re looking for a 
big turnout, and for that, we need your help!

It’s easy to join the Colonnades Club. Take a look at the flyer 
and envelope enclosed with this Open Visor.  Membership 
begins at $18.34 a year, and the Blue Level is $50. For donations 
at the Gold Level of $100 and above, your gift is tax-deductible 
to the extent allowed by law.  

If you have any questions, please contact either of us, and 
we’ll be glad to help. Thanks in advance for supporting Delta 
U at ISU!

Fraternally,

Colin Finn ’05 
President, 
Colonnades Club
finn@deltau.org     

Robert Wilde ’49 
Gene Paetz ’51 

Richard Chance ’54 

Daniel Carne ’70 

Robin Steele ’70 

Dan Becker ’76 
Dave Moore ’77 
Tom Hood ’77 
Art Smith ’81 

John Casey ’88 
Brian Follman ’97  
(memorial gift, from his 
parents)

Aaron Beckman ’04
Sam Kammermeier ’14 
Kevin Guinan ’14 

Ryan Betters ’14 
Tyler Olson ’14

John Carson ’73
Vice President, Colonnades Club 
carsonjohnh@gmail.com
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Don Greenwood ’76 has been named to 
the Iowa State University Construction 
Engineering Hall of Fame. It recognizes 
individuals who have played a significant 
role in the construction industry and 
who have contributed to the ongoing 
success of the construction engineering 

program at Iowa State.

Don is president of Burns & McDonnell’s Construction 
Division, based in the company’s world headquarters in 
Kansas City, Mo. He was born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 
1952.  His love of math and science helped him discover 
a major at Iowa State that put them both into action – 
engineering. An internship at a construction company 
sparked his passion for building, where he learned how it 
intersects beautifully with engineering. He graduated in 
1976 with a degree in civil engineering, having also lettered 
in football, and joined a small, local construction company, 
where he spent more than a decade experiencing all critical 
aspects of managing a successful construction project.

He joined Burns & McDonnell in 1994 as the first 
construction division employee and vice president of the 
Construction Group.  Don is an Iowa State University 
Foundation Governor and in 2003 received the Professional 
Achievement Citation in Engineering from the College of 
Engineering.  Don and his wife, Sharon, established the 
Greenwood Chair in Civil, Construction and Environmental 
Engineering to promote the university’s world-class program 
and ensure the success of future engineers.

Jeff Courter ’84 is completing his final 
year on the Board of Directors of the 
University of Iowa Alumni Association 
Board, in his roll as Past Chairman, after 
heading the group during the last year. 
He’s also the Law School representative 
on the board.

Jeff, an attorney with Nyemaster Goode in Des Moines, 
recently served on the 21-member UI Presidential Search 
Committee comprising seven faculty, three Regents, staff 
and student leaders, and various other alumni and outside 
constituent groups. The committee gave the Regents a list 
of four recommended candidates for their interview process 
before the Regents selected Bruce Harreld as 21st President 
of U of Iowa.  

In the Best Lawyers for 2016, Jeff was chosen as Lawyer 
of the Year in Des Moines for both Bankruptcy Litigation 
and Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency 
and Reorganization Law.  

In the last Open Visor we covered how you, as a DU, can 
help DU at 117 Ash continue to stay strong and vibrant. Time, 
talents and treasury are all needed to sustain DU in its second 
century.  

Here are some things you can do to help out on the financial 
needs – to develop the leaders of tomorrow and to keep the 
physical facilities at 117 Ash in good order.

• Join the Colonnades Club each year. 

• Buy a brick or contribute to a brick for a fallen brother, if he 
could not do so himself. 

• Sponsor a room. 

• If you need to keep your powder dry to meet your expenses, 
make a bequest for ISU-DU in your will…you do have a Last 
Will and Testament, don’t you, to provide for your loved ones 
and your legacy?  

• When you have a good year, or just feel like paying it forward, 
consider setting up a charitable trust, with DU as one of your 
beneficiaries. Contact your estate attorney, financial advisor, or 
one of your Colonnades Board members for help or direction.  

We appreciate all you have done to continue the legacy of 
117 Ash and thank you for your past and continuing financial 
support to the legacy of 117 Ash.  Your time spent at the house, 
with our future leaders and your alumni bro, means a lot. And 
your talents, for such endeavors as the “mentor” program, being 
on the Colonnades Board, being a class contact, or just helping 
stay in contact with your fellow DU, is important to the legacy 
of this fraternity.  Every little bit helps.

Let us know how you can be of help.

Steve Schoger ’74

Alumni News Many planned giving tools  
support the 117 Ash legacy

Norm DeRaad ’70 (at bottom) had charge of keeping the golfers at Escape to 117 
Ash hydrated; however, it appears here that he may have run a little short on fluids 
after the 18th hole. The Colonnades Club appreciates his work and that of all of 
our Escape hosts.  
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Departed DUs took many paths in life

Marty Wirt  ’61 died August 26, in Broomfield, Colo.  He 
was born and raised on a farm in Burlington, where he was 
president of his senior class. He married Peggy Wirt in 1976 in 
Appleton, Wis. He served in the U.S. Navy as an officer aboard 
the USS Ingraham during the Vietnam War.  He added a 
Harvard MBA to his Iowa State degree in chemical engineering. 

After living in Glasgow, Scotland, he and his wife moved 
to Madison, Wis., and he worked for Rayovac until retiring 
in 2002. While with Rayovac, he spent 10 years as director of 
product development for lighting products, securing two U.S. 
patents. He then became the head of engineering and quality 
management at the manufacturing and packaging plants. 

He lived a life of travel, accomplishments and commitment 
to his family. An avid golfer, he was a longtime member of Iron 
Oaks Golf Club in Chandler, Ariz., where he spent most of his 
retirement years. Survivors include his wife and two daughters.

James L. Sturtz ’52, of Indianapolis, passed away on May 
14. He was born November 11, 1927 in Boone, and after high 
school there joined the Navy before earning his degree at ISC. 
He played football during high school, college and Navy service. 
He worked for Swift & Co. in Chicago, was Sales Manager for 
Gold Seal (Mr. Bubble) in Indianapolis, and owned Diversified 
Underwriters Insurance. He was 20-year member of the Carmel 
Kiwanis Club. 

Jarold “Jerry” Lein ’62 died April 8, just weeks after he had 
stepped up to serve on the Colonnades Club board of directors.  
He lived in West Bloomfield, Mich., but passed away on the 
beach in St. George Island, Fla., where he was spending time 
with his family. A Clinton native, after ISU and his Air Force 
service, he settled in Detroit where he was a systems engineer 
with General Motors, EDS, and Verizon Wireless. 

Jerry was active in Northbrook Presbyterian Church and 
enjoyed golfing and biking, and frequently helped friends and 
family with their computer problems. Jerry is survived by his wife 
Paulette, their three children, three grandchildren and two sisters.

James Arthur “Jim” Robinson ’57 passed away at his home in 
Green Valley, Ariz., on January 6. Jim was born in Richland, Ia., 
and studied business at what was then ISC.  He then embarked 
on a successful career in higher education development, including 
roles at Simpson College, U. of Miami, U. of Nebraska, and 

culminating in 14 years’ service as president of the West Virginia 
University Foundation, from which he retired in 1998.

A gregarious man devoted to his family, Jim was most in his 
element when surrounded by family and friends, who valued 
his good humor, keen wit and sound judgment. Jim was an 
enthusiastic golfer and fly fisherman. Jim is survived by Sharon, 
his wife of 56 years; their four children, and two sisters. 

Larry Jay “L.J.” Skeie ’64 died July 30, 2014, in Litchfield, 
Conn., after a courageous battle with cancer. Born July 19, 
1942, in Des Moines, he graduated from ISU with a degree 
in Industrial Engineering, and worked at Torrington Co. in 
Connecticut. In 1969 he married Nan Thoms and they moved 
to Ames, where he owned Skeie Pontiac-Saab. In 1982 he 
returned to Connecticut, and was with Torrington Brush 
Works and owned Solo Horton Brushes. His wife, two children 
and two grandchildren survive.

Richard M. Batcher ’63, of Bettendorf, died unexpectedly 
at University Hospitals in Iowa City June 9, 2012. Dick was 
born August 9, 1941 in Waterloo. In 1967, he added an Iowa 
law degree to his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering, and married 
Lynn Hagglund in Ottumwa.

He first practiced law at Heninger & Heninger in Davenport, 
then spent 38 years with Bozeman, Neighbor, Patten & Noe 
in Moline. He was a gentle man with an avid curiosity, taking 
college courses after law school, and tutoring high school 
physics students for fun. An avid reader, he loved the outdoors, 
in particular the Rocky Mountains. He took up running in his 
50s and solo hiked 176 miles of the John Muir Trail in his 60s. 

He was a 44-year member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, and 
belonged to the Scott and Rock Island county Bar Associations, 
the Bettendorf Rotary Club, the Transitions Board, the Quad 
City Astronomy Club and the Cornbelt Running Club. He is 
survived by his wife, their three children, a granddaughter and 
a brother.  At 117 Ash, he is memorialized by the sponsorship 
of the Old Gold and Blue room on third floor, via funds raised 
under the direction of Jim Sirois ’63. 

Left to right: Marty Wirt 
’61; James L. Sturtz 
’52; Jarold “Jerry” Lein 
’62; James Arthur “Jim” 
Robinson ’57; Larry Jay 
“L.J.” Skeie ’64, Richard 
M. Batcher ’63 

PLEASE SEND ANY ALUMNI OBITUARY INFORMATION 
TO TOM HANSEN '79 AT PTGUMC@YAHOO.COM.
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As our Ritual of Initiation reminds us, “it behooves us from time to time to add to our number such 
men as will most honor our Brotherhood.” And in our Pledging Ceremony, we note that we aspire to 
bring into Delta Upsilon “those men who we believe will promote and maintain our ideals.”

The most visible milestone in that process, once recruitment is finished, was the New Member 
Ceremony which formally welcomed 21 men into our fold on Sept. 26. Before dozens of guests attending 
Cyclone Family Weekend at 117 Ash, this ceremony recognized and greeted those men who we believe 
will carry the Iowa State Chapter ever higher in the future. Dan Cosgrove ’89 (right), whose son Connor 
is among the new members, spoke on behalf of DU alumni to welcome these men to Delta U at ISU:

Strong recruiting adds 21 men as fall class

Class of 2018
Derrick Hoodjer, Agronomy, Runnells

Nicholas Nugent, Computer Science, Carol Stream, Ill.

Class of 2019
Jake Behnke, Business Management, Marengo, Ill.

Jack Bergan, Chemical Engineering, Waterloo, Wis.

Daniel Blockhus, Marketing & Management, Minnetonka, Minn.

Peter Cassioppi, Computer Engineering, Naperville, Ill.

Connor Cosgrove, Open Option, Urbandale

Hunter Feldman, Chemical Engineering, Windsor Heights 

Joe Fetherling, Business Management, Crystal Lake, Ill.

Michael Gilligan, Pre-Business, Story City

Stetsen Greiner, Mechanical Engineering, Williamsburg

Riley Johanson, Industrial Engineering, Oxford

Samuel Kofoot, Elementary Education, Eden Prairie, Minn.

Matthew Lubben, Undeclared Engineering, Hudson 

Joey Montemayor, Chemical Engineering, Charles City

Lavail Nolan, Industrial Engineering, Inkster, Mich.

Jorge Romero-Castro, Interdisciplinary Studies/Psychology, 

West Des Moines

Chase Schoenfelder, Open Option, Le Mars

Adam Schroeder, Electrical Engineering, Grayslake, Ill.

Joseph Verschoor, Civil Engineering, Sioux City

Sam Walker, Computer Engineering, Lisle, Ill.

BE THE FIRST IN YOUR CLASS 
TO JOIN THE COLONNADES 
CLUB FOR 2015-16!


